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1 Peter 1:3 King James VersionPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.Psalm 40:3 King James VersionAnd he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord.
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                                    Marilyn Soderberg Deegan Obituary

 Marilyn Deegan, 76, of Maquoketa, Iowa, passed away on Monday 
morning, April 12, 2021, at Clover Ridge Place in Maquoketa.  A private 
family visitation was held and cremation has taken place, at Carson 
Celebration of Life Center in Maquoketa.

A celebration of Marilyn’s life will be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, 
September 4, at the United Church of Christ in Maquoketa. A rowdy 
gathering of family and friends and time of fellowship and music will be 
held immediately following the celebration of life service at the Maquoketa 
Art Experience in Maquoketa, from 5 to 9  p.m. The family asks you to bring 
a new or gently used Children’s book for donation to Cardinal Elementary 
School.

Marilyn was an Iowa girl who happened to be raised in Colorado.  
Born to Margery and Edward Soderberg on November 19, 1944, Marilyn 
grew up in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.  She was a graduate of 
Lakewood High School.  She attended teachers’ college in Greeley at 
Colorado State College, now the University of Northern Colorado.  In June 
of 1969, Marilyn married Robert Deegan and relocated to Fort Collins, where 
Marilyn continued to teach while Rob completed his degree in Veterinary 
Medicine.  Both daughters, Anne-Marie and Lynn, were born in Fort Collins.

With her young family, Marilyn moved to Maquoketa, Iowa; the town 
that would become home for the remainder of her life, with the exception of 
several years in New Zealand.  She was very involved in the life of her 
community, which included the Maquoketa United Church of Christ, 
Cardinal Elementary School, the Jackson County Historical Society, and the 
Maquoketa Art Experience.  Marilyn enjoyed meaningful friendships in her 
community and is universally described as friendly, chatty and kind.  She 
sang in the church choir, was a librarian’s aide at the elementary school and 
volunteered at the Maquoketa Community Services Resale Shop.   She met 
friends for coffee or luncheon at every opportunity.  But closest to her heart 
was giving.   Marilyn was generous with her earthly treasures and quietly 
supported the needs of others, as her way of living out the Gospel. 

Those left to honor her memory include daughters, Anne-Marie 
(Jason) Gephart of Donahue, IA, and Lynn Margaret Deegan (Michael Smith) 
of Lakewood, CO; 4 grandchildren, Grace, Lorelei, Wyatt, and PK; a brother, 
Wayne (Chrisette) Soderberg of Littleton, CO, and a brother-in-law James 
(Truc) Deegan of Iowa City, IA. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Robert Wayne Deegan and her parents.

In lieu of other expressions of sympathy, memorials may be made to 
the Maquoketa Art Experience (https://maquoketa-art.org/donations/); 
Hospice of Jackson County (http://www.jchospice.org/support-us/); the 
Jackson County Historical Society (1212 E. Quarry St. Maquoketa, IA 52060) 
or to a charity of your choice.
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Thank you from Phil & Nancy Tabor for your love 
and support over the years.  We are on to our next 
chapter in Iowa City.  Go Hawks.  (Barb would be so 
excited to know we are in her team’s hometown!)

NEWSLETTER ITEMS:
In all the chaos of the past year, one of our 
constants has been our church newsletter, The 
Uniter.  THANK YOU to Nancy Tabor and Karen 
Manning, who have done most of the heavy lifting 
for newsletter production.  

However, Nancy and Phil have moved to Iowa City 
and we are losing a great asset in our church 
office.  

So, Going Forward in our church life, some things 
will be different.  (Because that has never 
happened before!)
We would love to have someone with solid 
computer skills join our office team. We also need 
to look at our newsletter process and evaluate the 
work we do.
This means you all will become more responsible 
for what goes into the newsletter.  Please 
understand that nobody in the office is going out 
looking for newsletter articles.  If you want 
something in the newsletter, you will need to 
submit your item to us.  They can be submitted via 
email with the subject line noting that it is a 
newsletter item.  Also, handwritten notes can be 
placed in the neon pink folder under the neon pink 
Newsletter sign on the desk behind the secretary’s 
computer. (the Credenza)

Thank you very much, 
Mary Hayward

  

Family News:
Tubbs Family news: Allison graduates this month 
with plans to attend Wartburg College to major in 
Biology and Secondary Education and is 
considering participating in concert band.  
Congratulations Allison! We are so proud of you!.
Will earned his Master’s Degree last May from  the 
University of Missouri and is working with Brevant 
Seeds in Madison, WI.  Congratulations,  Will!
Jack is living in Ames and working at Staples.

Education Recognition:

Teacher Darren Kelly, Student Teacher Shelley La 
Mar
Sudents:  Delaney Clark, will graduate from the 
University of Wisconsin, Platteville. 
Alana Barker
  “Alana has been cruising through her senior year 
and is anxiously awaiting Prom this weekend.  Her 
dance team finished the competition season 
extremely well with Division 1 ratings (the highest 
level) at state with all three routines.  She is planning 
on attending Iowa Central Community College this 
next fall and will be a member of their dance team.  
She is planning on studying psychology and looking 
at possibly pursuing a career as a Child Life 
Specialist.  We will be throwing a graduation party 
for her on Saturday, June 5, from 1 pm - 4 pm.   It will 
be at the Hurstville Interpretive center.
All are welcome to drop in!”

Shelley LaMar will graduate from St. Ambrose U. on 
May 15 with a degree in Elementary Education, after 
completing student teaching, 4th grade at Delwood 
Elementary School!

Congratulations to all these students, teachers and 
workers!

  
TREASURE SALE  -  WOW!

A sale was held April 15-17. Sales were very steady and profitable!!  Pre-sale monies 
earned was about $400 and $1300 was raised during the three days.  We have many 
“regular shoppers” plus many who see our large pink SALE signs around town. 
Council approved these donations:  Sleep in Heavenly Peace, $200; Jackson County 
Historical Society, $100; Ohnward Fine Arts, $100; Maquoketa Art Experience, $100.  
More donations will be decided and approved next month.  
THANK YOU to Everyone who brings items or helps during the sale in any way!!!
Committee, Geni Carr, Dianne Barker, Marie Holst, Karen McClintock
NEXT SALE: Friday May 14th 8-4 and Saturday May 15th 8-noon



News and Announcements

Baccalaureate

The baccalaureate service for 2021 Maquoketa 
High School graduates will be held Wednesday, 
May 12,  at 7 p.m. at the Ohnward Fine Arts 
Center.

Women’s Fellowship

Women’s Fellowship will meet Wednesday, May 
12, at 9:30 a.m. in the Belva Duncan Room of the 
church.  

General Synod will be held July 11/18, virtually 
this year.  Pastor Maxx is a delegate from the 
Iowa Conference.  She was selected in 2019 as a 
lay delegate to attend the 2019 and 2021 sessions.
More information will be coming!

May 1 John Dague
May 5 Tess Nissen
May 10 Karen McClintock
May 11 Samuel Sandberg
May 16 Burton Romer
May 20 Zachary McClintock
May 21 Carol Davis
May 22 Marie Holst
May 28 Mary Hayward
May 28 Alicia Anderson
May 29 Sara Tubbs
May 31 Kathy Geronzin

With the joy of God’s blessing, Happy 
Birthday to you!

Know that help is available for you and your 
loved ones.  

 



   Happy Easter Season!
As this joyous season continues, we have many things to look forward to 

this May. 
Mother’s Day, May 9,  will be a grand celebration as we return to 

worship in our sanctuary and honor our mothers and female role models. We 
have graduates to congratulate and scholars to praise. The festivities of this 
month are just a little bit sweeter as many of us are able to cautiously return to 
social activities.

It has been my honor to return to lead worship and visit with the 
community at Clover Ridge. As the sun starts to warm this season, our hearts 
are more than ready for the changes this spring has sprung. Flowers are 
blooming, calves are being born, the grass is green again. My family has 
welcomed our first grandchild. It seems easier to take a deep breath in the 
freshness of the air and smile. My heart sings with happiness.  

Yes, there is a new normal as we drop many of the shackles this last year 
has wrought. We need to be socially distant even as we join together. We will 
not have a coffee hour after worship, but perhaps on nice days we can gather 
outside. We will be humming, not singing, with our masks on in the pews. The 
choir will lead the music with masks, and yet we get to gather together again! 
This is great news, in our resurrection season.  Remember, it is the resurrection 
of Christ that we celebrate, not the crucifixion.

It has been a tough winter for many of us as we have lost loved ones 
and did not have the support systems of the past. We have lost good friends and
family members; many are still suffering illness. My concern is that we have not 
been able to reach out to one another in our grief.  Even in the newness of 
spring we need to remember there will be adjustments and we need to remain 
mindful. There will be challenges for many to leave their homes again and to feel
safe around others. My prayers are for you all to remain safe and to find comfort
as change is taking place. I am only a phone call away if you find yourself in 
need. If you are more comfortable reaching out to family, please don’t suffer 
alone and know that the God who loves you so much is with you always.  

Peace and Love to you always,   Pastor Maxx
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