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 Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God 

penetrate our life and in this way to know the 

fundamental truth: who we are, where we come from, 

where we must go, what path we must take in life.  

- Pope Benedict XVI  

 “Return to the LORD your God, for He is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and  

abounding in steadfast love.” (Joel 2:13)  



 

 
    A Note From Your Pastor 

 Dearest Pilgrims, 

 As we begin this spiritual journey through Lent together let us all open our-

selves to the opportunities this season brings to quiet our minds and inspire 

change and renewal.  We need to let the season of Lent seep into us, as we trav-

erse the most spiritual and sacred time of our church calendar.  During these days 

let all of our lives reflect our time of contemplation, not only in prayer, but in our 

daily lives as we serve, cook, clean, create, eat, work, learn… 

 One practice that I suggest is praying ceaselessly.  It takes a lot of repetition 

and still I fall out of the routine.  This is not easy, still it is a worthy undertaking.and 

each person’s experience is different . 

  The idea of praying ceaselessly is taken from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  Find joy in prayer, in consistency and with 

perseverance.  It is the idea of living in a devotional frame of mind.   

 I am a practitioner of this lifestyle; for the first year I was very deliberate and 

conscious in my efforts.  After several months into the practice the first night that I 

went to sleep with Christ’s name on my lips and awoke with Christ’s name in my 

mind was truly a holy moment for me.  It felt like I broke through my “Western or 

American” way of thinking and became more God’s child.  It has broken any barri-

ers that I had for conversation or prayer with the Creator.  Some try this ceaseless 

praying and find it difficult; some think of it as monastic. 

 Other practices in Lent are literally walking a spiritual path.  This year we 

have been blessed to complete the Labyrinth project from last year.  We have cre-

ated our own labyrinth in our  downstairs recreation room for this Lenten Season.  

You all are welcome to come and enjoy the sacred path of movement through our 

five rings.  It was a labor of love put together by David Manning and Sue Sandberg.  

Bonnie and Jane have added to the ambiance where you may walk quietly or play  



 

 
 

music as you follow this ancient practice to the center and back; materials for inspira-

tion are available as well.  Instructions are listed and if you need any help contact the 

office.   

 Hand labyrinths created by last years confirmands are also available for peo-

ple to use.  We will have hand sanitizers as well as plastic hand coverings for tracing 

your journey.  You may use the Labyrinths any time the office is open or call to make 

arrangements.  Our plan is to invite others from the community to use these after 

CoVid is better controlled in the next year.  This year it is just for our members and 

friends. 

  Other practices could be trying out centering pray with Dan on Thursdays, 

journaling, doodling, or meditation.  Whatever you decide is right for you, I wish 

you all a safe and thoughtful Lenten season.  If you need me, I am only a phone call 

away. 

Peace and Blessings to you All

 Pastor Maxx 

 

 



 

 

 

Weekly Community Events: Mondays & Thursday -Karate at 6:00 pm    

Sun Mon Tue Wed 

    

Pastor Maxx 

Emergency coverage 

for UCC Dub. through 

March 6th 

1 2 
 
 
2:30 State of Creation 
webinar: Pastor Maxx 

3   7:44 a.m.       
       KMAQ Prayer 
 
5:30 Eat, Play & 
        Pray Zoom 

7 

7:44 a.m. Morning 

Prayer: KMAQ 

10:00 am  Worship 

8 
 

 

 

 

9 
9:00 a.m. MMA meeting 
 
 
 
 

10  
10:00 Spiritual Outreach 
Committee Meeting 
 
5:30 Eat, Play & 
        Pray Zoom 

14 

       

10 a.m. Worship 

 

15 

 
 

16 

 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 

5:30 Eat, Play & 
        Pray Zoom 
 
 

21 

10:00 am Worship 

 

22 

 
 
 
 

23  

 
 
 
 

24   7:44 a.m.       
        KMAQ Prayer 

 

5:30 Eat, Play &        
Pray Zoom 

28 PALM 

SUNDAY  

10:00 am Worship 

29 
7:444 a.m.       
       KMAQ Prayer 

 

30 

EI Assoc.Meeting 

31 



 

 

Karate at 6:00 pm      Wednesdays –Al-Anon at 7 p.m. , AA at 7:00 pm 

Service Committee 

Carol  Breuch and Ann Miller 

Thu Fri Sat 

   

4 
 
6:30 Centering Prayer 

5 6 
 
 

10:00 Spiritual Outreach 
11 
 
 

5:00 Council Meeting 
 
6:30 Centering Prayer 

12 

 

 
 

13 
 
 

18 

 

7:444 a.m.       
       KMAQ Prayer 
 
 

6:30 Centering Prayer 

19 20 

 
 
 

 
KMAQ Prayer 

25 

 
 
 
 

6:30 Centering Prayer 

26 27 
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MAQUOKETA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

CONGREGATIONAL VOTE BY EMAIL AND USPS MAIL 

Votes counted on FEBRUARY 11, 2021 

  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the church did not hold an annual meeting in 

person this year.  Thus, the annual report was sent out early and a ballot was sent 

to members by either email or USPS mail.  53 ballots were e-mailed, and 19 bal-

lots were mailed for a total of 72 ballots.  32 ballots were returned.  Results fol-

low: 

1. The minutes from three congregational meetings, December 15, 

 2019, February 9, 2020, and June 16, 2020 were voted in the 

 affirmative by 32 votes. 

2. The nominations for Ministry Teams were voted affirmative by 32 

voters. 

3. A.  Approve the budget for 2021 with OCWM as listed in the  

 annual report at $11,000 for a total budget of $159,157.  

 17 votes for this measure. . 

       B.  Approve the budget for 2021 with OCWM as $18,000 creating 

a total budget of $166.157.  15 votes for this measure. 

NEW EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

Congratulations and thanks to the following: 

 Moderator:  Sue Sandberg 

 Treasurer:   Mary Hayward 

 Clerk:  Sue Wagner 

 Clerk Assistant:  David Manning 

 



 

 
Message from Church Treasurer:   

 I feel I should remind members that our church expenses every month run an 

average of $14,000 over the course of a year.  Winter seems higher because of heating 

and snow removal expenses.  Historically we have always been able to cover our ex-

penses and we would all hate to change that, but historically we have held in person 

Sunday Worship services to bring people into the building each week.    

 Please remember to continue your church support as you plan your finances.  If 

you are interested in automatic transfers, please let us know.  Please mail or bring in 

pledges or donations.  We can give you a receipt for cash.  Checks are always wel-

comed.   “The collection plate is coming ‘round, It ought to hold a heap; God doesn’t 

look at what you give, He looks at what you keep.”  .   

 Blessings to All! Mary Hayward, Treasurer.  

Sanctuary Update:  The Sanctuary Committee is happy to report that the project 

has started!  Wallpaper along the east side has been removed revealing walls that are 

in decent condition.  We are very thankful for that!  Writing on one wall indicated that 

the wallpaper was hung in August, 1978.  Pews have been unscrewed on the east side 

and moved to make room for scaffolding.  The screen which held the cross and cov-

ered the organ pipes has been taken down and covered with plastic to protect the 

pipes from dust.  We are in the process of making decisions on smaller detail at this 

point.   

Once again we would like to thank those of you who have made donations.  If you 

haven’t made a donation as of now, please consider it.  We have raised a total of 

$55,137.15 as of February 19, 2021. 



 

 

Tuesday - Friday 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Volunteers appreciate your patience 

https://www.facebook.com/
maqucc/ 

Maquoketa United Church of 

Christ 

 

        March Birthdays 

  Brooke Dundee - 8 

  Jean Claeys - 13 

  Megan Oswalt - 13 

  Gabe Yappen - 18 

  Anya Dague Bellinger - 19 

  Pastor Maxx - 22 

  Alexander Tone - 24 

  Allison Bock - 26 

  Florence Carter - 28 

  Alyssa Pettyjohn - 30 

  Sarah Sandberg - 30  

With the Joy of God’s Blessing, 

Happy Birthday to You!! 

https://www.facebook.com/maqucc/
https://www.facebook.com/maqucc/


 

 

Piano Seeking a New Home 

Sherri Oswalt is looking to rehome her piano.  It was gifted to her by Pr. Stephanie and her 

family has grown out of it.  No rehoming fee!  If you’re interested, please contact the church 

office. (Moving not included, you’re going to need 4 strong individuals to move this beautiful 

instrument!) 

Treasure Sale Update :  Please continue to bring items to the north entrance or down to 

the basement.  We continue to sell things off the tables set up in the north area. We are look-

ing at possibly having a sale on April 15-17 we will have a sale. Geni Carr and Dianne Barker  

for the Treasure Sale group. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  A Warm Shawl Can Be Like a Hug! 

Even though the joint UCC-First Lutheran Prayer Shawl Ministry group has not been able to 

meet, several shawls, knitted or crocheted with love and prayers, are available to share.  If you 

know someone who could use some extra comfort, please contact Pastor Maxx at the church 

or Marilyn Dean.  We are looking forward to the future, post-immunization—when we can get 

together to re-start this ministry.    Marilyn Dean  

Congratulations to our Honor Roll Students: Chamberly Bock (Straight A’s), Ca-

sey Bock, Noah Nabb, Jacob Nabb, and Alana Barker.   

Garbage Pickup Update—We Need Your Help! Rockwell no longer picks up the church gar-

bage.  However with no large gatherings for services or fellowship, there is not much waste. 

Our custodian, Carolyn, will gather it all up in one bag, and may set it out by the dumpster.  AN-

YONE living in town, please take it home to your own city garbage container!  Also, if you hap-

pen to see a wastebasket that needs emptying, please feel free to carry the bag home.  Thanks 

for helping! Geni Car for Building & Grounds. 

Services for Katie Nichols will be held on Saturday April 24, 2021 in the afternoon.  De-

tails to follow. 

Thank-you: Phil and Nancy Tabor for donating a new CPU for the Office Computer.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOST:  Anyone knowing the location of the Education Board ’s Checkbook please let the 

office know.   



 

 

The Maquoketa UCC labyrinth is now available for walking.  This year we 

have committed to creating a labyrinth for the Lenten season.  A color was 

chosen.  Sue Sandberg and David Manning began this labor of love.  After 

many hours spent on knees several hands were needed to remove the car-

pet’s protection.  The results are amazing!!!  Battery operated candles and 

music were added.  Instructions, devotionals and journals are available for 

inspiration.  If you have mobility challenges, hand labyrinths are available if 

you wish to come sit in the ambiance .  Our labyrinth has five rings come 

take a Lenten journey with us.   

The labyrinth is available during office hours or by appointment.   

Special thanks to Sue Sandberg and David Manning for drawing the sacred 

path and putting onto the canvas.  A special thanks to Bonnie and Jane 

who helped make the space a restful and peaceful place for prayer and 

medication.  Also thank-you to those who provided the much needed extra 

helping hands during the creation of our labyrinth. 

The YouTube video can be accessed at:   https://youtu.be/4Bsbhv0Cmek 

https://youtu.be/4Bsbhv0Cmek


 

 
 

From the Iowa Conference: 

January 31, 2021 

Dear Friends! 

Thank you for your partnership in 2020 through your financial support through 

the Iowa UCC Conference! 

Ministry is a team sport! Your conference staff is honored to work with you to 

help us all live into God’s extravagant welcome and advocate for justice.  So 

that all know love, safety, belonging and dignity. 

It is a high and daunting calling, especially in times like these, when we are 

stretched way outside of our comfort zones by the layered pandemics of Covid

-19, racial injustice, and climate crisis this year.  However, together we are 

practicing our discipleship of Jesus Christ.  In our congregations, in our confer-

ence, and throughout the wider United Church of Christ, we are choosing each 

day to seek out opportunities to love, comfort, feed, support, advocate for all 

humanity and Creation.  May 2021 be a year full on continued growing in 

Christ together. 

Thank you! 

(signed) 

Rev. Brigit F. Stevens 

Executive Conference Minister 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Brigit@usstcm.org 

515-277-6369 (office) 
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