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God is still speaking

ANNUAL MEETING PROCESS INVITATION
Let’s be safe as we conduct the congregation’s business!
GET THE ANNUAL REPORT. If you are a local member who drives
around, there will be a copy with your name on it piled with others inside
the unlocked north church entry door 24/7. Please pick your copy up
whenever you wish. If newsletters are normally delivered to you, the
report will be delivered also. If neither of these apply, request a copy
through the office and we’ll get you one.
READ the report. The parts that must be voted on are the several sets of
minutes, the budget, and the nominations for leadership, so please don’t
skip those.
RESPOND to us somehow by snail mail, email (preferred), phone, or even
text message to me, the office, or your favorite Council person. Respond
with questions, comments, complaints, self-nominations for leadership
roles, or requests to amend the minutes, nominations, or proposed budget.
This is like showing up and speaking at a normal meeting, and all
members who respond by noon Tuesday, February 2, even with only one
word, will be provided with a ballot.
WAIT a few days while Council people share and review all comments,
create answers to questions, develop a ballot from your responses, and get
that all back to you by Friday Feb. 5.
REVIEW the responses others have made and the Council’s response to
those, and VOTE! Ballots received by noon Thursday Feb. 11 will be
counted at the Council meeting that evening, and our new church year
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will begin. David Manning, moderator for 2020, phone 652-3089, text
563-581-9613, email davidduane6739@outlook.com

From the Pastor:
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Last month we celebrated the Baptism of Jesus; this month we will celebrate
Jesus’ Transfiguration, as these two events bracket our Epiphany season.
Transfiguration means a complete change of form or appearance into a more
beautiful or spiritual state. When Jesus transfigured, it was a sign that he would fulfill
the Law and the Prophets’ prophecies. It is mentioned in the three synoptic Gospels,
Mark, Matthew, and Luke. The Apostles present, James, Peter and John, are assured
by the transfiguration that Jesus is indeed the Messiah. It has been noted that,
“These Apostles’ experience remind mind us today that no matter how powerful a
Spiritual experience is—the time comes when we must come down from the mountain and rejoin our everyday life, yet live it in a new way.”

This last year has been a tough one. 2020 had us running through our lives
with adrenalin in our veins. I would say some of us felt the push to move forward into
uncharted waters, but now the year is over and our adrenalin push is gone. This next
stage of the Era of Covid 19 will be harder than the last. Not because we don’t know
what to do, but the first round of the fight is finished—as with all things it becomes
harder to go the next round,. We are tired, the adrenalin gone. But this is the time
when our strengths are defined, the second stage. When we come down from our
mountain tops and rejoin our everyday life in a new way. It is where we will practice
the work set before us. Some of us will be waiting a while for the vaccine, some of us
will watch for ways to be aware of struggle and injustices in our world. This is the
time when we have to work to do our ministry—the adrenalin is gone, we have been
changed. Now we must think of what are we going to do about it.

We have had many revelations over the last year and this year will be the one to set
forth as the new “us,” the people of God who have been witnesses.
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“Continue”

Into a world which needed you
My wish for you
Is that you continue

Continue
To be who and how you are
To astonish a mean world
With your acts of kindness

Continue
To allow humor to lighten the burden
of your tender heart

Continue
In a society dark with cruelty
To let the people hear the grandeur
Of God in the peals of your laughter

Continue
To let your eloquence
Elevate the people to heights
They had only imagined
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Continue

Continue

To put the mantle of your protection
Around the bodies of
The young and defenseless

To dare to love deeply
And risk everything
For the good thing

Continue

Continue

To take the hand of the despised
And diseased and walk proudly with
them
In the high street
Some might see you and
Be encouraged to do likewise

To float
Happily in the sea of infinite
substance
Which set aside riches for you
Before you had a name
Continue

And by doing so
You and your work
Will be able to continue
Eternally

Continue
To plant a public kiss of concern
On the cheek of the sick
And the aged and infirm
And count that as a
Natural action to be expected

____________________________

We will begin the Lenten
season this month; Ash
Wednesday is on the 17th. In the
words of late Rep. John Lewis of
Georgia, law maker and activist, he
talks about stirring up “good
trouble”; in our Lenten Gospel we

Continue
To let gratitude be the pillow
Upon which you kneel to
Say your nightly prayer

4

A Poem for Ash Wednesday
So let us be marked not for sorrow.
And let us be marked not for shame.
Let us be marked not for false humility
or for thinking we are less than we are
but for claiming what God can do
within the dust, within the dirt,
within the stuff of which the world is made,
and the stars that blaze in our bones,
and the galaxies that spiral inside the smudge we bear.

-Jan Richardson
Excerpt from Blessing the Dust
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Maquoketa United Church of Christ
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Sun

7

Email: info@maqucc.org

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3 7:44 a.m.

Respond to Office
or David Manning
re: Annual Mtg
ballot.

9

8

10:00 am Worship

Pr. Maxx provides
emergency care
coverage for DeWtt
1st Conregational
Through 2/15.

15

14

KMAQ Prayer

5:30 Eat, Play &

Pray Zoom

10

5:30 Eat, Play &

Pray Zoom

16

7:444 a.m.
KMAQ Prayer

17
ASH WEDNESDAY

5:30 Eat, Play &
Pray Zoom

10 a.m. Worship

22

21

23 EIAssoc.Meeting 24 7:44 a.m.

10:00 am Worship

Pastor Maxx’
Ordination

KMAQ Prayer

5:30 Eat, Play &
Pray Zoom

28
Weekly Community Events: Mondays & Thursday -Karate at 6:00 pm
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Wednesd

Service Committee

Sue Sandberg Phyllis Rockwell

FEBRUARY 2021
Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Pr. Maxx to Cupboard
Trustees Meeting
6:30 Centering Prayer
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Ballots for Annual
Meeting votes will
be counted after
noon.
5 p.m. Council Zoom

18
6:30 Centering Prayer

25
6:30 Centering Prayer

days –Al-Anon at 7 p.m. , AA at 8:00 pm
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Pray with Indonesia ,

January, 2021

From Global Ministries

Mission Stewardship Moment from Indonesia:
Here in Timor, we believe in unclean spirits. If a child is often ill, if crops and cattle fail
to thrive, if nothing seems to go right in a household, bad spirits are always a possible
explanation. Years ago our church acquired the land on which the seminary now
stands because it was said to be haunted, the site of "black waters" harboring
dangerous spirits. It was a triple bargain: the land was cheap, it included a spring to
supply water to the school, and the church could give witness that we believe Christ is
stronger than the unclean spirits. "Unclean" is a good word, because most people see
these spirits as forces of nature that are not necessarily evil, but will do harm when
they are out of place. Dirt on your carpet is "unclean," but dirt in your garden is "fertile"- even if it's the same dirt.
This understanding proved helpful when the church faced questions about the
coronavirus: "Is the virus a punishment from God?" No, the church answered; it is part
of God's creation. But it belongs in the forest from which it came, not among humans.
GMIT, the Protestant Evangelical Church of Timor, has worked hard to educate and to
give aid and comfort to people during this trying time, neither demonizing the virus nor
offering a false sense of security. The hardest hit have been the urban poor who rely
on daily income for food and shelter. Ministry behind a mask and from a distance has
challenged us all to be more creative but never once doubting that Jesus "commands
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him."

Prayers for Indonesia:
Gracious God, Giver and Keeper of life, we pray for the people of Indonesia as
they are slowly engulfed by the spread of coronavirus. Give angelic strength
and patience to its health care workers, for they are called to a task beyond
human ability. Teach a family- and friendship-loving people that it is time to
refrain from embracing. As a mother hen covers her chicks, cover those who
must go out to work every day to earn their daily bread. Keep alive the light of
learning that flickers now among the children tasked with learning from home

on tiny hand phone screens, whose parents sacrifice in order to buy the
data. Because you are the loving God we know in Jesus Christ, we know it will
not always be this way. Amen.
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All are Welcome—No Exceptions!
The United Church of Christ in Maquoketa, IA is an Open and
Affirming congregation. With our national church, we declare: “No
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome here!” We affirm the God-given dignity of all LGBTQ
persons, and we open our doors and hearts to their full participation
in the life of this congregation.
The above statement was adopted by congregational vote in
December 2014, after two-year period of study, prayer, and
conversation.

11

Tuesday - Friday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Rosemary Hahle
Chris Nissen
Rosemary Francois
Chamberly Bock
Sarah Hobbs

February 1st
February 12th
February 15th
February 20th
February 21st

https://www.facebook.com/
maqucc/
Maquoketa United Church of
Christ

Please NOTE: We are in the process of updating our Birthday calendar and Church directory. If
we have omitted anyone or have incorrect info. this
month, or any other time, please forgive us, and
contact the CHURCH OFFICE with the correct
info. Thank you!

OUR APOLOGIES:
After 2 weeks of struggling
with formatting issues with the
newsletter this version is
where we are. We apologize
for the errors and pagination
issues. And volunteers who
have knowledge of Publisher
or willing to learn and would
like to assist we welcome your
assistance.

We remember the families of
Genevieve Brooks and Larry
Heneke, who died recently.

NEWLETTER COMMITTEE
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Treasure Sale Update
Please continue to bring items to the north entrance or down to the basement. We continue to sell things off the tables set up in the north area.
Possibly in April we will have a sale.
Geni Carr for the Treasure Sale group
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