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Really Good News!   

IN-PERSON WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES   

ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

 Your Council struggled again in September to find a way to 
worship together safely —that is to avoid contracting or spreading 
the COvid-19 virus.  

 This time we agreed to allow a few folks to attend the worship 
videotaping sessions on Thursdays at 1 p.m. in the Duncan Room.  

 Participants are asked to observe standard COvid precautions 
including cleansing of hands, protective face coverings, spacing, and 
avoidance of direct physical contact. Group singing will not occur, 
but quiet humming may help us feel more involved with the music. 
The Council felt that the Duncan Room could safely hold five people 
(or six if two are family members) in addition to the five who are 
needed to create and record the service.  

 To avoid having to turn people away at the door, reservations 
will be accepted at the office. So if you'd like to be part of such a ser-
vice, please contact the office. Folks whose requests come in af-
ter a service is fully booked will have their names 
placed on the list for the next available service. 

We hope this arrangement will be a blessing for 
those who choose to use it, and we look forward 
to the day when we may all meet again for wor-
ship together. 

David Manning, Moderator 
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October Community Meal 
 

 Our church is in charge of the Community Meal to be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 18, and handed out at the Lutheran church parking lot.  Usually there are 80-90 
people served. 

 We will serve chili in take-out bowls with lids, applesauce cups, relish, crack-
ers and cookies.  We will use donated meat and a few supplies.  We will need 
These other donations:  Eight large containers of chili (ice cream bucket size); sal-
tine or oyster crackers; relishes; and cookies (not bars).  Money is also appreciated 
to buy other necessary items, like containers or applesauce cups..  

 We will cook the meat separately, so your meatless chili should be brought 
to the UCC Duncan Room by Saturday morning and we will pour it all together to sit 
overnight. 

 Sunday afternoon we will need a few people to prepare the take out bags 
and help serve the cars.  Please call Geni Carr at 563-652-2175 or Marie Holtz at 
563-320-1289 or Dianne Barker at 652-2738 if you can help in any way, or if you 
would like more details.   

 Thank you very much in advance for your help! 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING MINISTRY 

Red Kettle Campaign                                                                    

 The 2020 Red Kettle Campaign will be modified, due to COVID-19.  Vol-

unteers will be scheduled on weekends  There will also be a community wide 

mailing appeal.  Call the church office if you are willing to help. 

 Remember that 90% of the funds collected in Maquoketa stay here to help 

those in serious financial need.  Only 10% supports the wider Salvation Army 

ministries..  The church is receiving many requests for help with basic living ex-

penses.  Please consider a generous gift through the Salvation Army appeal and/

or our own Local Emergency Mission Fund..  Thank you! 
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 Thank You notes 

 (The Memorial Committee recently gave scholarships to members who 

are college students. These are two responses we have received in writing) 

From Sydney Clark: 

 Thank you so much!  I plan on getting my liberal arts degree at Ellsworth Com-

munity College, then transferring to a 4-year college for a bachelor’s degree.  I will be 

playing volleyball and hopefully become a student tutor.   

 Thank you for everything you do and for the gift of money.  You all mean the 

world to me!     Syd 

From Tess Nissen: 

 Thank you so much for the generous gift of $250.!  This was such an unex-

pected gift and I appreciate it so much. 

 In less than a week I start my second year in my Master’s program at New York 

University.  My classes went remote in mid-March, which was sad for me.  Many of the 

International students in my Food studies and Nutrition program returned to their home 

countries.  I had to say good-bye to friends from California, Thailand, South Korea, 

Hong Kong and Australia. 

 I continue to work at East Village Organic Market in Manhattan. I share an 

apartment with Anne, who hails from Midlothian, Virginia.  Some of you may remember 

that my Aunt Cindy lived there for over 20 years, and I visited her family there.  Yes, 

it’s a small world!   

 I have met people who are from Haiti and I am able to share my 2015 visit with 

them, and would not be able to do that if not for the connection to my extended 

church family!  When I hear live street music or beautiful voices, I always think of 

Grandma Phyllis and her love of music, and her strong voice and flute playing with the 

choir. The UCC is part of my childhood and my past, and like all things that are stead-

fast, sometimes they are taken for granted.  As I continue to grow and find my path, I 

will take the UCC with me, even the parts I have taken for granted!  Wishing you all 

good health, safe spaces and inner peace.  You all mean the world to me. Love, Tess 

S
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                  From the Pastor—Change, Challenge and Promise 

   I am ready for some change!.  I bet you are too.  As the season gives over to the beauty of 

all things fall it brightens our moods.  Though I am sure some of you will miss the warmth 

of the summer sun, my guess is you are just glad that these months are past in 2020.  The 

smell of pumpkin spice (like it or not) is in the air.  Leaves are beginning to change, birds 

are flying south, children are back in school, mostly, and fields are slowly being harvested.   

   So far, this year of 2020, it has been a challenge in changes; social distancing is the new 

protocol of the day.  Mask wearing helps to keep us all safe and shows our love for our 

community and those we come in contact with.  Yet we feel the separation from our family 

and friends.  Being unable to do that which we have taken for granted is a trial.   

   W e have endured so many changes in the church over the last several months.  We have 

started online services, we have three new confirmed members. Even though we cannot 

meet just yet, -we have welcomed new members into our midst.   

   We have also lost a lot over the summer.  We have fired our Office Manager over financial 

discrepancies, and we have not been able to hold on to each other through life’s regular 

challenges of just living and dying. And yet this congregation has held to its moral and reli-

gious values and moved forward with grace.  LEMF has proved to be a vital ministry in this 

time of need.  I am so proud to be your pastor and a member of this church.   

   Many things may seem undone while new things have been learned.  It is time to look 

forward.  I know things are challenging for some, but I feel a new hope.  We have made 

plans and we have followed through. Some members of the church enjoyed an afternoon 

on the Maquoketa River.  It was a beautiful day and so much fun, even though I was the 

only one to dump (2xs) my kayak in the river.  God’s creation cheered us all as we shared 

time together at a safe distance.  We also had an away worship service at Jones County 

Central Park where 12 gathered to celebrate the word of God with one another.  It was a 

very large pavilion, we even had geese to serenade us during service.  The sanctuary com-

mittee continues their hard work as they iron out the small details of the church. 

   What does the fall and winter have in store for us? There is no way to know?  I hope you 

are all able to see or read our weekly sermons.  I hope you all are able to get out and vote 

or will be mailing yours in.  I plan to also work on an adult class for justice this  

                                                                                                                          

sale 
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What’s Happening with the Sanctuary Remodel? 

 The Sanctuary Committee met recently with Joel from Church Interiors to 
select the carpet, fabrics, and paint colors. We are now awaiting more color 
choices for the particular carpet we selected. 
 Unfortunately we learned that our project cannot start until January be-
cause they are behind due to a shut down for Covid 19. While we are disap-
pointed with the delay, we know it is out of our hands.  

 Stay tuned, exciting things will happen soon!! 
 

          

 

  

winter.   

   One of the things uppermost on my mind is the challenges that we have endured as an 

American public; the storms of the south and the fires in the west, the unrest and violence 

in our streets.  Depression, PTSD, homelessness, and deaths have marked our past several 

months this year.  I ask myself what can we do to make a difference?  Where do we start?   

   Our church and the whole of humanity have had challenges in the past, World Wars and 

Pandemics alike; each time society has changed and gone in different directions.  What 

direction we will go today, no-one really knows- but I think taking the time to talk about it 

and our feelings will help us all.   

   There is promise in the air, I can stick out my tongue and taste it- no, it is not the pump-

kin spice!  We as Christians know the promises of God and trust in God’s ways.  Faith is our 

trust.  Knowing the seasons continue to change, as does the world, we know that God is 

with us always.  I am only a phone call away if you need me, miss you all!  

  Faith, Love, and Peace to you,  God is with you,      Pastor Maxx                                                                                                                  

Pastor Maxx and her family wish to thank the 

congregation for the expressions of sympathy and sup-
port  received at the death of her mother-in-law 

Roseanne Tone.   
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Maquoketa United Church of Christ

October, 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 

     
/ 

  
 

1 
 
6:30pm Centering Prayer 
via Zoom 

4 
Neighbors in  
Need offering 

5 
7:44am Pastor Maxx 
morning Prayer 
KMAQ 

6 7 
 
5:30pm Eat, Play & Pray 

via Zoom 

8 
 
5:00pm Council Meeting
6:30pm Centering Prayer 
via Zoom 

11 12 13 
9 a.m. Ministerial  
Association via Zoom 

14 

1 p.m. Sanctuary 

committee 

5:30pm Eat, Play & Pray 

15Pr Maxx on vacation

No Service recorded
 
6:30pm Centering Prayer via 
Zoom 

18 

Community 
Supper, 1st 
Lutheran 

19 20 

10 a.m. Spiritual 
Outreach 

21 

 
5:30pm Eat, Play & Pray via  

zoom. 

22 
No Service recorded
6:30pm Centering Prayer via 
Zoom 

25 

 

26 27 

Pastor Maxx returns 

28 
5:30pm Eat, Play & Pray via  

zoom. 

29 
7:44 a.m. 
Morrning Prayer KMAQ

 
6:30pm Centering Prayer via 
Zoom 

Weekly Community Events: Mondays & Thursday -Karate at 6:00 pm    Wednesdays 
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Pastor Maxx will be on vacation 

Thursday, October 15, through 

Monday, October 26.   

 

For pastoral emergencies, call the 

Church office at 652-4296 or  

David Manning at 652-3089 

Maquoketa United Church of Christ 

206 E Platt Street   

PO Box 1177 

Maquoketa, IA 52060 

Phone:  (563) 652-4296 

Email:  

info@maqucc.org 

Office Hours: Tues.—

Thurs.  9—Noon 

Service Committee: 

Connie Francois & Sue Wagner October, 2020 

Fri Sat 

  

6:30pm Centering Prayer 
via Zoom 

2 3 

5:00pm Council Meeting 
6:30pm Centering Prayer 
via Zoom 

9 10 

Pr Maxx on vacation 

No Service recorded 

6:30pm Centering Prayer via 

16 
Newsletter  
Deadline                                                                                                                             
 

17 
7:44am Pastor Maxx 
morning Prayer 
KMAQ 
 

 
No Service recorded 
6:30pm Centering Prayer via 

23 24 

 
7:44 a.m. Pr. Maxx 
Morrning Prayer KMAQ 

:30pm Centering Prayer via 

30 31 

Wednesdays -Alcoholics Anonymous at 8:00 pm 
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 Dan Anderson        Oct 3 Barry Francois  Oct. 3 

 Emily Oswalt                Oct. 4 Debbie Pettyjohn  Oct. 6 

 Madonna Sagers        Oct. 6 Sarah Dalen      Oct. 11 

 Lige Yappen                 Oct. 15 Renea  Yarolim       Oct. 16 

 Nikko Francois             Oct. 19 Amber Yarolim       Oct. 29 

 Andy Yarolim               Oct. 29 Austin Yarolim        Oct. 29 

  

    

    

TREASURE SALE NEWS 

 Two sales were held in September, on the 12th and the 

15th.  Proceeds totaled $333.,bringing the 2020 total so 

far to almost 1,000! Thanks to Marie, Dianne, Geni, Sue 

W., and Bill, all boxes are now unpacked. 

We plan to have a two-day sale on Tuesday, Oct. 13 and Wed. Oct. 14—each day 

from 8-4:30. Thanks to all who continue to bring items.  We especially request these 

desirable items:  CD’s, audiotapes, old records, antique books and old toys, as well 

as fall décor.  You may leave contributions in the outer lobby if the church is 

locked.  Thanks in advance! 
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A Friendly Reminder to All Who Support  

The Maquoketa United Church of Christ 

 

 Summer is gone, and as we continue to not worship together because of the 

coronavirus, we need to remember that the bills continue to arrive and need to be paid. 

 Thank you for your continued support of the  

Maquoketa United Church of Christ. We hope you are well 

and keeping safe during this challenging time. 

 

The Stewardship Mission Committee 

Marilyn and Jim Dean 

Karen McClintock  

Kids Club and Confirmation 

A time for kids to hang out, play games, and pray for each other via 

Zoom.  Kids may join us on their own or with a parent.  

 We partnered with our sister church, First Congregational UCC in 

Dubuque to provide a weekly safe place for fun and prayer with Rev. 

Katrina Richards, starting  Sept. 23 and continuing every Wednesday, 5:15 to 

5:45pm.  The zoom address is listed below.  This is for ages pre K through 

7th grade.  If you have older children, there is an alternative group meeting 

later, call me at the office and I will direct you.  I would also like you to contact 

me if you have anyone interested in confirmation this year.   

Wed, September 23, 5:15pm – 5:45pm  Join Zoom Meeting via  

Video: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83839712963  

Meeting ID: 838 3971 2963  

Join Via Phone: +13126266799  
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Thank you 

Thanks to our Spiritual Outreach Team 

for their dedicated service keeping 

connected to our homebound and 

members without technology 

capabilities informed and cared for 

Church office hours: 

Tuesday-Friday 

9am-12pm 

 

Pastor’s office hours: 

Tuesday-Thursday 

9am-12pm or by appointment 

 

563-652-4296 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/
maqucc/ 

  
     Attention members: 

        Due to COVID-19  

        Highway Clean-up is suspended. 

  Announcements: 
 
 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday is 

October 11. This is a good reason to 
thank Pastor Maxx for her dedicated 
work in this difficult time!  
THANK YOU, BLESS YOU! 
 

                 ************* 
 

Prayers and thoughts are with the 
LeClere family at the passing of their 
beloved Dean LeClere.  Dean passed 
peacefully on September 23, 2020.  
Pastor Maxx conducted a graveside 
service at the Coggin Cemetery, 
Coggin, Iowa , on Monday 
September 28, 2020.      
               ************* 
 Please remember all those 
who are homebound, ill or strugg-
ling in any manner during the past 
few months.   
               ******************* 

MASKS NEEDED  
(no, not for Halloween!) 

 
Thanks so much for the masks that have 
been donated for the church’s ministry.   
Pr. Maxx can now use more masks to 
make available to those who need them. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/maqucc/
https://www.facebook.com/maqucc/
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 Thank you!  

 

The Stewardship/Mission Team 

  Marilyn & Jim Dean 

   Karen McClintock 

 What is Neighbors in Need? 

information from UCC Resources) 

 Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the United Church of 
Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United 
States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry 
(CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects through grants.  

 Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund 
projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and 
advocacy to address systemic injustice.  

 This year, special consideration will be given to projects designed to 
serve our immigrant neighbors and communities. This offering is received on 
the First Sunday of October as part of World Communion Sunday. Please 
consider a donation along with your pledge. 

 ,  

 The 2020 Neighbors in Need theme is “All children 

have the right to simply be children”.  
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